
Information about 2010 publication frequency 

Updates have been made to this information from February 2010, relating to Search 

functionality. Please go directly to the end of this document to read more about these 

changes. 

The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR) and the 'About The Cochrane Collaboration' 

database have moved to monthly publication in 2010. The other databases will remain as quarterly 

publications, and the DVD-ROM will remain as a quarterly dispatch.  

Users will notice some changes in the January issue as outlined below. 

Changes to protocol and review headers in the Cochrane Database of 

Systematic Reviews (CDSR) 

Protocol and review headers have been slightly re-worded (specifically the status and publication 

date information). The header will now reflect the review’s most recent status and cannot change 

until the content of the review is changed and republished.   

2009 header: 

 

2010 header: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial group has moved to the middle section. 

Publication status descriptions have been slightly re-worded 
(see additional table below). 

Publication date will remain as the issue when the version 
first published online. This date will only change when the 
article is changed in any way. 

There is no longer a need to link to a Dates and Statuses Help 
document as the header is self-explanatory. 

 

The database name and DOI 
only appear once in the 
citation information. 

Copyright information 
has moved to the end 
of the header. 

 



 

 

Publication icons (in CDSR) 

Users will see some different status icons in the search results and browse feature. 

Publication icons are used to help guide end users through the CDSR content. The online publication 

icons will be displayed for one issue; for example, a new review will have the orange ‘new’ icon in Issue 1, 

but the icon will be removed when Issue 2 is published.  

New citation: Editorial teams and authors may prefer to refer to the need for a ‘new citation’ as a guide 

for how each Cochrane Review will be displayed in PubMed and other bibliographic databases (i.e. new 

citations will have a new entry in these). 

2009  2010  

Status Publication icon New 
citation 

Status Publication icon New 
citation 

Unchanged No icon No This status will no longer exist. 

If the authors do not update their review or protocol, these articles will no 
longer be labelled as “Unchanged”. Articles will now retain their current status 
until the authors do update their article; for example “New search for studies 
and content updated (no change to conclusions) published in Issue 2, 2009”. 

New   Yes New  Yes 

New search for studies 
completed, conclusions 
not changed  

 Sometimesa New search for studies and content 
updated (no change to conclusions), 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

 Sometimesa 

New search for studies 
completed, conclusions 
changed 

 
 

Yes New search for studies and content 
updated (conclusions changed), 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

 
 

Yes 

Edited No icon Sometimesa Edited (no change to conclusions), 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

No icon Sometimesa 

Edited, conclusions 
changed 

 Yes Edited (conclusions changed), 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

 Yes 

Withdrawn  Yes Withdrawn from publication for 
reasons stated in the review, 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

 Yes 

Stable No icon No Stable (no update expected for 
reasons given in ‘What’s new’), 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

No icon No 

Major change 

(Note: Protocols only) 
 Yes Amended to reflect a change in 

scope (see ‘What’s New’), published 
in Issue x, yyyy 

(Note: Protocols only) 

 Yes 

Commented  No Comment added to review, 
published in Issue x, yyyy 

 No 

aExceptional circumstances (e.g. correction of serious error, new authorship, or an editorial assessment that the 
record merits a new citation).   

Note: In 2010, users will still be able to search by the specific statuses: New; New search, Conclusions changed; 
Major change; Withdrawn; and Commented. 



Search 

 Changes to the date used for returning search results (in CDSR) 

In 2009, when a user performed a search of CDSR, the search results displayed a specific year in the 

record information. This was the year given in the current citation version of the review or protocol. 

From January 2010, the search will return results based on the month and year of the latest published 

version, regardless of whether it was a new citation version. This will improve the discoverability of those 

reviews which have been updated (example, with a new search) but where the citation has not changed. 

The new search results 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 Searching for new and updated CDSR content in Issue 1, 2010 

From January 2010, the status of a review or protocol cannot change until the content of that article is changed and re-published. 

This has implications for search results. When a user restricts a search by status (New, New Search, Conclusions Changed, Major 

Change, Commented, and Withdrawn) the search results now return all reviews and protocols with that status, regardless of when 

the article published. In January 2010, the coloured status icons will also be present for all articles in search results. 

Example: A search for all “New” records in CDSR returns 1211 results: 

 

To find only the new and updated content in issue 1, 2010, the user has three options: 

 Simply Browse the New and Updated content in the Cochrane browse lists; 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά¸ŜŀǊέ has been replaced with 
ά5ŀǘŜέ. 

The date seen here is the month and year of the latest 
published version regardless of whether it was a new citation 
version. This applies to both protocols and reviews. 

The title of the review or protocol now links straight to the 
content.  

Consider updates at the end of this document. 

. 

http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/cochrane_clsysrev_new_fs.html
http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/cochrane_clsysrev_update_fs.html


 Search CDSR by any status, then restrict results by Date – this will filter all the latest content to the top of the list, the user 

can then further restrict by reviews or protocols: 

 

 

 Search CDSR by any status, and fill in the Date Range as 2010-2010. This will return all results for the chosen status, but 

only those published in issue 1 (January 2010). Example: A search for all “New” records in CDSR returns 239 results: 

 

 

Consider updates at the end of this document. 

 



 

 

 Saved Searches 

 

Any saved searches by Status are affected by the above changes. Searches should be re-run and edited to restrict the date range from 

2010-2010. This will return fresh results for content in issue 1 only.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are working on further developments to allow users to restrict search results by the current issue only. 

 

Updates from February 2010. 

 Searching for new and updated CDSR content from February 2010 

Restrict Search by Record Status 

The status of a review or protocol cannot change until the content of that article is changed and re-

published. This has implications for search results. When a user restricts a search by status (New, New 

Search, Conclusions Changed, Major Change, Commented, and Withdrawn) the search results return all 

reviews and protocols with that status from the current issue. If the user wishes to see all records in the 

database with that status, “Issue: All” must be selected from the top of the search results display. The user 

can easily navigate back to the current issue’s results by selecting “Issue: Current”: 

 

Consider updates at the end of this document. 



 

Other searches 

The option to view results restricted to the current issue only is now available on all other searches 

within the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews. For example, the user searches for “trauma” in the 

title: 

 

The search results default to all records in the database with “trauma” found in the title, but the user can 

select “Current” to view only those records from the most recent issue: 

 

 

 

 Saved Searches 

 

Any saved searches by Status will now return results from the current issue when re-run. It is no longer 

necessary to edit the search to restrict the date range from 2010-2010. 


